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SUBJ: LARG PROTEST AND WARNING TO USG 
REF: TRIPOLI 1314 

1 . THE DEMARCHE DELIVERED BY U/S NA'AS TO ME 
(REFTEL) MAY BE VIEWED IN SEVERAL CONTEXTS. ONE 

IS THAT QADHAFI HAS TAKEN AN AMBIVALENT POSITION ON 
THIS WAR AND MAY PEEL SOME INTER-ARAB AND INTERNAL 
PRESSURE TO GET WITH IT. ANOTHER IS THE MPA HAS 
ALREADY MADE DEMARCHES ABOUT THE WAR TO WIDE SPECTRUM 
OP OTHER COUNTRIES, EXCEPTING THE U.S. TILL NOW. THESE 
DEMARCHES INCLUDED WARNINGS TO U.K., BELGIUM AND 
NETHERLANDS ABOUT ALLEGED RECRUITMENT OP VOLUNTEERS 
POR IDE. THUS DEMARACHE TO ME WAS PART OP A PATTERN, 

AND WE CAN EXPECT AT LEAST THE USUAL PUBLICITY ABOUT 
IT TOO. IP THAT IS ALL IT MEANS, IT IS NORTHING TO 
WORRY ABOUT. 

2. IN AN EPFORT TO DELVE BEHIND THE DEMARCHE I 
ASKED NA'AS IF IT WAS ON INSTRUCTION OF THE RCC OR 
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REPUBLIC GOVERNMENT." THIS SHEDS NO LIGHT, BUT WE 
SUSPECT REASONS EOR DEMARCHE AT THIS TIME INCLUDED 
A) INFO LARG RECENTLY RECEIVED EROM SYRIANS AND 
EGYPTIANS RE THEIR SPECIFIC COMPLAINTS OE AMERICAN 
INTERVENTION, AND B) EACT THAT IN LAST THREE DAYS U.S. 

HAS ACTUALLY RECEIVED SOME EAVORABLE PUBLICITY IN 
LIBYA, RE CONTRACT SIGNED WITH WESTINGHOUSE TO TUNE 
OE OVER $50 MILLION, AND RE USG ACCEPTANCE OE ARABIC 
IN PASSPORTS (SEPTEL). LATTER WAS LEAD ITEM ON 
LOCAL NEWSCASTS OCT 13. 

3. QUESTION STILL REMAINS WHETHER THE "WARNING" 

SHOULD BE TAKEN AS A CONSIDERED THREAT SIGNALING 
EARLY REPRISAL UP TO AND EVEN POSSIBLY INCLUDING A 
BREAK IN RELATIONS. WE DO NOT THINK SO. AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, WHEN LARG IS DEAD SERIOUS ABOUT US IT DOES 
NOT TELEGRAPH ITS PUNCHES. ON OTHER HAND, REPRISAL 
CAN NOT BE RULED OUT, PARTICULARLY IP THESE HYDRA- 
HEADED STORIES ABOUT U.S. MILITARY INVOLVEMENT KEEP 
MUSHROOMING. QADHAPI AND BUREAUCRATS LIKE NA'AS ARE 
GULLIBLE EOR THEM IN THE EXTREME. 

4. AM TODAY SENDING NA'AS A BRIEF LETTER SIMPLY 
ENCLOSING MCCLOSKEY'S PREPARED STATEMENT DENIED 
U.S. MILITARY INVOLVEMENT (STATE 203641) AND A COPY 
OP THE SECRETARY'S REMARKS TO THE PRESS ON THE 
M.E. OP OCT 12. THIS WOULD NOT CONSTITUTE THE "REPLY" 

I OFPERED AND HE SAID WAS UNNECESSARY, BUT MIGHT 
HELP KEEP THE RECORD STRAIGHT EOR THE TIME BEING-IN 
THE SENSE THT AT LEAST MPA WOULD HAVE THIS MATERIAL, 

NOT THAT THEY ARE LIKELY TO CALL OPF THEIR PUBLICITY 

TO NA'AS DEMARCHE. MORNING NEWSPAPER PLAYS IT BOTTOM FIRST 
PAGE. 

5. DEPER TO DEPARTMENT'S JUDGMENT WHETHER ANY PORMAL 
REPLY SHOULD BE SENT, E.G. BY A NOTE DRAPTED WASHINGTON. 

WE ARE INCLINED TO FAVOR SUCH A STEP FOR PAROCHIAL 
REASONS, AS IT WOULD KEEP A DIALOGUE GOING THROUGH 

A PERIOD OP TENSION WHEN WE ARE, FRANKLY,QUITE IN 
THE DARK ABOUT THE LARG’S INTENTIONS. 
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